Chapter 5 – The Rise of West African Empires

Q And A
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1. What two geographical features make Africa unusual?

2. What area of vegetation supports herds of animals?

3. Describe the climate of the tropical savannah.

4. What is the primary river of West Africa?

5. What did the Niger River provide West Africa?

6. Why would kingdoms develop near the Niger River?

7. What are some of West Africa’s natural resources?

8. What are the three vegetation zones found in West Africa?
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1. How have historians pieced together information on ancient Ghana?

2. Why was ironworking an important skill in ancient times?

3. What are the 5 steps of civilization development in West Africa?

· (Hint: the first step is metal tools and weapons, and the last is crafts and trade)

4. How did iron help the Soninke people of Ghana?

5. Why was gold so important for the people north of the Sahara?

6. Why was salt so important for West Africans?

7. Explain the process of silent barter with salt and gold.

8. What were the two sources of revenue for Ghana’s kings?

9. What destroyed the empire of Ghana?

10.  How did labor specialization change people’s work?
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1. What happened after the empire of Ghana fell?

2. What made Sumanguru, the “sorcerer king,” a cruel ruler?

3. What happened in 1235?

4. How did Sundiata control the gold and salt trade?

5. What brought Mali and North Africa closer?

6. How did Mansa Musa impress others?

7. What did Mansa Musa help to increase?

8. What is Timbuktu famous for?

9. How was Ibn Battuta not like Sundiata and Mansa Musa?

10. Why did Mansa Musa travel to Mecca?

11. Contrast the religions of Ghana and Mali.
